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of the gods now in vogue, and it certainly seems to warrant us
in allowing for a much larger proportion of authentic fact than
is usually admitted in compounding a theory as to their begin-
ning and evolution. In a former chapter some attempt was
made to describe the process of turning men into divinities, "by
which saints and heroes are gradually promoted until they
reach the highest and mistiest summits of godship; and subse-
quent enlargement of observation in different provinces of
India has created a deep impression that in Europe there is
now no adequate conception of the extent to which and the
force with which this intense and habitual working of the
primitive mind toward deification must have affected the
beginning of religions. In this stage of belief the people
construct for themselves Jacob's ladders between earth and
heaven; the men are seen ascending until they become gods ;
they then descend again as embodiments of the divinities;
insomuch that it may be almost doubted whether any god,
except the Vedic divinities and other obvious Nature gods,
comes down the ladder who had not originally gone up as a
man, and an authentic man. The ascent of the elder Hindu
deities is shrouded in the haze of past times; but several of the
most eminent (Siva and Krishna for instance) are still vulgarly
reported to have been men; and there are instances in plenty
of men who have actually started up the ladder by consent and
testimony of the whole neighbourhood, and have re-appeareej
as acknowledged divinities. To quote examples would be only
to give a list of provincial deities, .more or less obscure -; but
one might safely say that a great number of verifiable men are
now worshipped &s gods in various parts of India, and the
number is constantly added to. The Indians worship every-
thing created, but above all things men and wopien; and any-
one can notice that nothing impresses the primitive or the
uncultivated mind like human personality or character.
Nature worship itself, in its most striking form, is only
maintained among the crowd by anthropomorphism, while the
actuality and sympathetic attraction of a real known person
gives "hJTn the immense advantage of local popularity. And
this intense impression left by human personality is seen to be